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Smokeless stove programme creates female entrepreneurs in Pakistan -  

World Habitat Awards Winner 2018 

A programme to build low-cost smokeless stoves, helping to improve women's health and alleviate 

poverty in rural Pakistan, has been named a World Habitat Award Winner 2018.  

Pakistan Chulahs – The smokeless stoves empowering women and changing lives teaches marginalised 

women to build a hygienic, sustainable, smokeless earthen stove, which not only improves their health 

but also empowers them to earn a living by marketing and building stoves in other villages. 

The programme is run by the Heritage Foundation of Pakistan, which has trained 35 'Barefoot Village 

Entrepreneurs' (BVEs) in Chulah construction. BVEs act as master trainers, charging US$2 to teach other 

women to build their own Chulahs out of mud bricks and lime. Materials cost an additional US$6, bringing 

the total cost to US$8. 

Chulah stoves use 50-70 per cent less firewood than traditional stoves, reducing deforestation and saving 

valuable time for women, whose job it is to collect fuel. Smoke from traditional open-flame wood-burning 

stoves can cause serious respiratory infections and eye problems. In addition, food cooked on these floor-

mounted stoves is easily contaminated leading to diarrhoea, especially in children. 

Since 2014 more than 40,000 stoves have been built, improving the health of 300,000 people. The 

Heritage Foundation aims to expand the programme to build 100,000 Chulahs per year, bringing the 

health and economic benefits of the stoves to millions more disadvantaged women and their families.  

Champa, who has helped build 14,000 stoves with her husband, said: “We work together and have been 

able to purchase a motorcycle and jewellery from the money we have made. Now we are happy as we 

are able to live in comfort. The ladies always ask about the benefit of the stoves. Since it is placed at a 

certain height, it does not cause harm to the children, not even toddlers. It’s also safe for women. It 

prevents the smoke entering their eyes. It also avoids the heat reaching your face. I teach them how to 

build the stove themselves. It makes us happy that they are also learning to build it and then teaching 

others.” 

Maimunah Mohd Sharif, UN-Habitat Executive Director, said: “The Stove Sisters are an inspiration for 

every woman and girl! With thanks to the Chulah stoves, 300,000 people in Pakistan have access to 

improved housing, health and better food. Beyond improving people’s lives and homes, this project is a 

remarkable example where housing contributes to sustainable consumption and production.” 

Leilani Farha, the UN Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate housing, said: “Air quality is an 

important aspect of the right to adequate housing under international human rights law. Chulah stoves 

not only address that, but have empowered women in rural Pakistan, providing many with self-
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confidence, and a sorely needed income stream. This ‘platform’ is elevating the position of women 

throughout society.” 

David Ireland, Director of World Habitat, said: “The system of self-help and momentum that this project 

has created is remarkable. The Chulah stoves have been a catalyst for simple improvements making a 

huge difference to some of the poorest people in Pakistan.” 

The World Habitat Awards Advisory Group said: “This is a tremendous project, which is changing the 

kitchen from a dirty place to a clean place. By making women into entrepreneurs it gives status in the 

family and the wider community. It’s vernacular architecture at its best.” 
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Notes to Editors  
 

1. The World Habitat Awards established in 1985 are the world’s leading housing awards. They are 
organised by World Habitat with support from UN-Habitat.  The two winners receive £10,000 and 
international transfer activities. 

 
2. The Winners for 2018 - Affordable and safe housing for single mothers in Japan and Pakistan 

Chulahs – The smokeless stoves empowering women and changing lives -will be each presented 
with their World Habitat Award Trophy at the Twenty-Seventh Session of the UN-Habitat 
Governing Council, Nairobi, Kenya between 8th and 12th April 2019. 

 
3. Alongside the two Winners are eight Finalists, which include two who received a Special Mention:  

• Promoting local building cultures, Haiti (Special Mention) 

• Startblok – Bringing young people and refugees together through housing, Netherlands (Special 
Mention) 

• Plastic bottle houses for Sahrawi refugees, Algeria 

• Crossroads participatory urban art projects, International 

• ‘Model Street’ – Making cities together, Kenya 

• EarthEnable, Rwanda 

• ‘Warm Comfort’ and energy-saving microloans, Tajikistan 

• Praxis and Commonweal – no recourse to public funds housing, United Kingdom 
 

4. The Final Judges of the World Habitat Awards are: 

• Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive Director of UN-Habitat; and 

• Leilani Farha, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing. 
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5. The members of the World Habitat Awards Advisory Group are: 

• Angus Kennedy, Chair, World Habitat; 

• Christophe Lalande, Head of Housing Unit, UN-Habitat; 

• Dr Claudia Murray, Research Fellow at the School of Real Estate and Planning, University of 
Reading; 

• David Ireland, Director, World Habitat; 

• Freek Spinnewijn, Director, FEANTSA; 

• Dr Graham Tipple, Reader in Housing Policy and Development, Associate Director of GURU (Global 
Urban Research Unit), University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne; 

• Jenny Line, Head of Programme (World Habitat Awards) World Habitat; 

• Stuart MacDonald, Director, See Media and Trustee, World Habitat; and 

• Professor Yves Cabannes, Development Planning Unit, University College London. 
 

6. The World Habitat Awards 2019 will be open for entries from 1 January 2019 until 31 March 2019. 
More information is available at: www.worldhabitatawards.org  

 
7. World Habitat believes that everyone everywhere has the fundamental right to a safe and secure 

home. That is why we seek out and share the best solutions to housing problems from across the 
world. www.world-habitat.org 
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